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INTO THE MISSION FIELD P. 4
Read of the adventures that the sixteen youth and 

adults had on their mission trip to Eleuthera, Bahamas. 

COMMITTING TO THE JOURNEY P. 3
Discover what Confirmation is and why 

 it is an important spiritual marker.
Pictured: Caitlyn Gagnet (left) & Laurel Kate Voeltz (right)
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WELCOME
A Season Unexpected

No one on earth expected Easter, save One. Jesus had been 
told He would be killed, and on the third day be raised, but 
when He shared it with the disciples they were not able to 
hear it. So when God raised Jesus from the dead on that first 
Easter, most of the disciples were still on the run. As far as 
they were concerned Jesus was dead and so was their mission.

Two Sundays ago our Church celebrated Easter in grand 
fashion! We gathered for a fantastic brunch, and nearly 2,000 
showed up, in the rain, for worship. Despite the rain, the 
sunrise service continued as planned, and the remaining 
1,900+ packed into four worship services. Choirs gathered, 
The Perdido Brass tuned up, and Rick Branch and company 

led the congregation in cascades of praise to our Risen Lord. 
He Is Risen! We shouted. He Is Risen Indeed! We exclaimed. 
I really believe The Holy Trinity heard us. Now begs the 
question: “What next?" The 2nd Sunday of Easter, often 
called “Low Sunday” because of low attendance (for a variety 
of reasons unexplained) still found 700+ worshipers present, 
but we still have 5 Sundays of Easter Season remaining. 

What happened from that first Easter until now to explain 
the existence of The Church, and our recent great Easter 
celebration? Only one thing-the unexpected visits of The 
Resurrected Lord! Jesus startled Mary, crashed the disciples' 
hideout, tracked Peter down while fishing, knocked Saul to 
the ground while persecuting people of “The Way,” and so 
on He worked. Peter was The Rock at Pentecost, and Saul 
became apostle Paul, sent to the gentiles. We have a church 
because of visits made that were not expected, and certainly 
were not by invitation. Jesus Christ is going to build the 
Church, with or without help, and He will visit unexpectedly 
and unannounced-the question before us is “who will be 
next?”

We have 5 more Sundays to gather together and witness 
this great thing that The Lord is doing-Easter has just begun. 
Will I see you in worship the remainder of Easter Season? I 
hope so.

He Is Risen!

 
   

IN LOVE AND REMEMBRANCE
The family of Rev. Bill Curl.  Rev. Curl died March 19, 
2016. 

Greg Woodfin on the death of his mother, Louise Brooks 
Woodfin.  Louise died March 19, 2016 in Columbus, GA. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Frances and Kenneth Sharp on the birth of their first child, 
Pierce James Sharp, on March 16th in North Carolina (8 
lb. 8 oz, 21 in).  Proud grandparents are Walter and Lalla 
Pierce.  Proud great grandparents are Charles and Sue 
Thomas. 

 

Rev. Ken Autrey
Executive Pastor  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Logan & Caitlyn Bowlds

FLOWERS
Flowers may be placed in the sanctuary for $65.00 each.  To 
reserve, call Ginger (432-1434). The following dates are open:

May 8  |  2 Arrangements
June 12  |  2 Arrangements 
July 3  |  2 Arrangements 
July 17  |  2 Arrangements 

August 7   |  2 Arrangements
August 14  |  1 Arrangement 
August 21  |  2 Arrangements 
August 28  |  2 Arrangements
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AN IMPORTANT SPIRITUAL MARKER – CONFIRMATION  
 by Denise Van Atta

COMMITTING TO THE JOURNEY

Confirmation is not a destination. It is more of a way station, 
a place where we renew our commitment to the journey we 
have been traveling under the care of others.

Confirmation is a sacred day of commitment and celebration 
in the life of an individual and the church. Although 
confirmation is not a sacrament in The United Methodist 
Church, it is an important marker along our spiritual journeys. 
It is the continuation of one’s faith journey, a journey begun at 
baptism, and the beginning of one’s covenant relationship with 
the church, not an end unto itself.

In our church, sixth grade students begin their journey by 
discussing the history of Methodism. They learn about John 
Wesley, the father of Methodism,  his faith journey, and that 
American Methodism grew in response to Christ’s call to “go 
and make disciples of all nations.” Confirmands also discuss 
the three types of grace – prevenient grace, justifying grace, 

and sanctifying grace, and the United Methodist motto of 
open hearts, open minds, and open doors.

Beginning in January, our ministers and staff spend time 
instructing and answering questions from the confirmands.  
Topics include the sacraments, worship, missions, the Bible, 
the creeds, the Holy Spirit, and the history of First United 
Methodist.

Because our journey in the Christian faith is not intended 
to be a solo venture, throughout the service there are places for 
the congregation to participate. In different parts of the service, 
us renew our baptism vows, profess our faith together with the 
confirmands, promise to do all in our power to support these 
newest professing members, and with them renew ourcovenant 
to be the body of Christ for the world. 

1 To renounce the spiritual 
forces of wickedness, reject 

the evil powers of the world, and 
repent of their sin.

2 To accept the freedom and 
power God gives them 

to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression.

3 To confess Jesus Christ as 
Savior, put their whole trust 

in his grace, and promise to serve 
him as their Lord.

4 To remain faithful members 
of Christ’s holy church and 

serve as Christ’s representatives in 
the world.

5 To be loyal to Christ through 
The United Methodist 

Church and do all in their power 
to strengthen it's ministries.

6 To faithfully participate 
in it's ministries by their 

prayers, their presence, their gifts, 
their service, and their witness.

7 To receive and profess the 
Christian faith as contained 

in the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments.

VOWS OF A PROFESSING MEMBER

6TH GRADE CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL 
April 16  |  9:00am  |  The Wright Place

6TH GRADE CONFIRMATION
April 17  |  11:00am  |  Main Sanctuary

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASS
Fall 2016

MARK 
YOUR 
CALENDARS
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 by Denise Van Atta

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?"  
And I said, “Here am I; send me” (Isaiah 6:8)

Sixteen of our youth and adults heard the 
call to serve over spring break and headed 
to Eleuthera, an island in the Bahamas, to 
do home repairs. Eleuthera, although very 
beautiful, is a extremely poor island. Several 
homes do not have adequate plumbing and 
many are in desperate need of repairs.

We began our journey in Nassau at St. 
Michael’s United Methodist Church on 
Palm Sunday.  This was our first encounter 
with Bahamian hospitality. When we arrived 
(one and half hours later than expected) 
Reverend Stubbs and his wife picked us up 
from the airport and brought us to their 
church. They had sixteen air mattresses and 
beds ready for us. The next morning we 
were invited to attend service and their Palm 
Sunday parade.  After service, we gathered 
outside the sanctuary, received our palms, 
and paraded throughout the community 

with the congregation and a marching band. 
After our parade the congregation invited us 
to their fellowship lunch.

When we arrived in Eleuthera that 
afternoon, the director and a long term 
volunteer from Bahamas Methodist Habitat 
met us at the airport.  We drove an hour to 
our camp and began our orientation. The 
next morning we woke up early and headed 
to our work-sites.  Our group worked on four 
homes, in addition to the cottage at Camp 
Symonette, where long term volunteers stay.  
The teams did some electrical work, tiled, 
made and hung exterior doors, painted, and 
hung dry wall.

I believe each of us began this trip with 
different expectations. Some went with 
the expectation of seeing and playing with 
children. Some had the expectation of 
working on and repairing as many homes 
as possible. Others had expectations of 
absorbing every bit of the Bahamian culture.  
And still others had no expectations except 
to see where God was calling them.

As we closed our week with reflection and 
foot washing, we realized that regardless of 
what our expectations were going into the 
week, we all experienced many of the same 
things. We experienced that even though 
the people of Eleuthera were monetarily 
poor, they were rich in relationships. We 
experienced the joy of community. We 
witnessed the passion of loving Jesus through 
Bible study and Palm Sunday parades.  But 
most importantly, we witnessed God. We 
witnessed God in every laugh we heard, in 
every smile we encountered, in every person 
we met. We witnessed God in our group, in 
sharing the burdens, in tears shed, in helping 
hands. We are humbled by the experience 
and are grateful for the support and prayers 
of our church family.

Mission Field
into the 

BAHAMAS FORUM
April 24  |  9:15am  |  Wesley Abbey
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SPRING 
Classes

Find your place this 
Spring, and SIGN UP 

for a class or small 
group today! 

“ It was raining outside, but 
glorious inside! (It was was so 
crowded) People were sitting 
on the steps! The brunch was 
incredible and everyone so 

friendly. “

- Sheila Feltner  |  Via Facebook

“It was a  wonderful 
morning at First Church as 

we gathered with our friends 
and family to celebrate the 

resurrection.  “

- Donna Sue Gore  

“It was a glorious day. Even 
the rain could not diminish 

how great it was.“ 

- Betty Olliff

EASTER 2016
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ART
Contact: Mici Cuba 
MKuba@FUMCPensacola.com

THE ART SPACE AT THE WRIGHT PLACE 
April 8- May 5 
This new exhibit promises a broad 
spectrum of artwork and poetry 
presented by the Pensacola branch 
members of the National League of 
American Pen Women. The National 
League of American Pen Women is 
an organization of artists, writers, 
photographers, and composers, 
founded in 1897, to support and 
promote creative excellence and 
professional standards among women 
in the arts. The reception will be April 
22, 6:00 - 8:00pm. 

CHILDREN
Contact: Lisa Bond 
LBond@FUMCPensacola.com 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - WORK DAYS
April 9 & 16  |  9:00am - Noon
April 13 & 27  |  6:00 - 7:30pm
Volunteers are needed to help build 
our VBS set and prepare decorations. 
Childcare is provided. Please sign up 
with Lisa Bond or Maren Deweese. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 5 - 9
Join us this Summer as we embark 
on a VBS Adventure That Will Light 
Their Way!  Make plans for your child 
to attend this year’s VBS, Cave Quest 
- Following Jesus, The Light of the 
World. Registration begins April 24. 
Crew Leaders, money donations, crafts, 
and snacks are needed.  

BLAST - SUMMER CAMP
July 18 - 23
All third and fourth graders are 
invited to come to BLAST Summer 
Camp at Blue Lake. Transportation 
is not provided. Deadline for early 
registration is April 15. Please visit 
bluelakecamp.com to register. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Contact: Lisa Bond 
LBond@FUMCPensacola.com 

AUTISM AWARENESS
April 1- 30  |  Library 
What are children here to teach us? 
What are their unique hurdles and 
gifts? This month, in honor of Autism 
Awareness, First Church's three 
libraries invite our congregation 
to explore fiction, nonfiction, and 
biographies introducing the lives of 
people "on the spectrum.” Special 
thanks to Jean Brown for her generous 
loan of literature.

NEW STUDY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES
April 13 - May 18  |  6:00 - 7:00pm
Perry Home
Parents of preschool age children 
(birth-5yr) are invited to join us 
as we fellowship, get to know each 
other, and study the Word together. 
Childcare is provided. Contact Lisa 
Bond for more information. 

ENNEAGRAM WORKSHOP
April 30  |  8:30am - 2:30pm    
The Wright Place  |  $10 for lunch
Come learn about Enneagram - a 
personality profile, hosted by Rev. 
Pamela Avery and the Spiritual 
Formation Team. Everyone is invited, 
and pastors can earn .5 CEU for 
attending. Learn more about yourself, 
what your virtues and vices are, 
and who God created you to be. 
Register by contacting Pamela Avery at 
850.529.9295 or pastorpamavery@
gmail.com.

SUMMER SESSION
Starting June 1
This Summer join us for another 
edition of our Summer Session. Each 
Wednesday night in June and July, 
we will have a fellowship dinner and 
something for everyone. Each week 
will be a chance for you to fellowship 
and grow with your church family.

FIFTY FORWARD
Contact: Debra Tallman 
DTallman@FUMCPensacola.com

SENIOR AWARENESS DAY
April 15  |  9:00am - 1:00pm   
Vickrey Center
Join the Greater Pensacola Chamber’s 
Senior Voices group for it's first annual 
Senior Awareness Day! Gain advice 
and education via 50 vendors, check 
hearing, vision, and bone density free 
of charge, and attend various 
workshops including fall prevention 
and voter registration. Call 
850.438.4081 for more information.

FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE WRIGHT PLACE
April 15  |  6:00-8:00pm
The Wright Place   |  $7.00/per person
Fifty Forward welcomes back Tim 
Jackson and his steel drum band. 
Enjoy a meal of  Tropical Chicken, 
Yellow Rice, Black Beans, Cornbread, 
Cole Slaw, & Coconut Cake. Call the 
church office to make reservations.
 
FLIGHT ACADEMY TOUR
May 2  |  9:00am  |  NAS
To celebrate Senior Week, the 50 
Forward group is taking a tour of the 
National Flight Academy. Call Susan 
Davies, 456.5007 to makes reservations.

SENIOR BANQUET
May 5  |  5:00 - 7:00pm  |  The Wright Place
Senior Week celebration continues as 
50 Forward hosts the Senior Banquet. 
More details to come.

JUVENILE JUSTICE
Contact: Rick Branch 
RBranch@FUMCPensacola.com

PAPER TIGERS – MOVIE SCREENING
April 28  |  5:00 - 8:00pm  |  Wesley Abbey  
Paper Tigers highlights the teachers 
and youth of Lincoln High School who 
engage youth based on a new science 
and a fresh approach to changing not 
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fumcpensacolastay connected
merely performance but the lives of their 
students. Following the movie, a panel 
discussion by community mental health 
professionals will answer questions 
from the audience. Mollye Barrows 
will moderate the discussion. Contains 
strong language and adult themes. Visit 
papertigers-pensacola.eventbrite.com to 
register.

MISSIONS
Contact: Scott Grantland 
SGrantland@FUMCPensacola.com 

SERVING THE HUNGRY
Our Serving the Hungry program is 
in need of the following gently used 
or new men’s clothing and additional 
items. Drop off the items in the 
church office.  
• Casual Pants/Jeans & Shorts (Sizes 
28-34) 
• Short Sleeve Shirts/Polo Shirts (Sizes 
Medium-2X)

EYEGLASSES NEEDED 
The Lions Club Eye Clinic is in 
need of old or damaged eyeglasses 
(prescription, reading, or sunglasses) to 
recycle and distribute to those in need. 
Please bring them to the church office.

MUSIC
Contact: Rick Branch 
RBranch@FUMCPensacola.com

SANCTUARY CHOIR
April 3  |  Sing at 11:00am
April 10  |  Sing at 8:00am
April 24  |  Sing at 11:00am

YOUTH CHOIR & ENSEMBLES
April 10 
Combined Rehearsal  |   6:30
Ensembles  |  7:30  

USHERS NEEDED
We always need more usher volunteers 
at all of our worship services. To sign up 
contact Mary Arthur 850.432.1434

PASTORAL CARE
Contact: Ken Autrey 
KAutrey@FUMCPensacola.com 

THE GOOD SHEPARD MINISTRY 
In the last month our Good Shepherds 
have made over 25 visits to the 
members of our church family who 
are unable to join us for services at 
this time. If you know of a need for a 
Good Shepherd or if you would like 
to help us “stay connected”, please 
contact Carol Ross at 455-6685.

TWEEN
Contact: Denise Van Atta 
DVanAtta@FUMCPensacola.com

SUMMER SPLASH
June 6 - 9 
Mark your calendars for another fun- 
filled week this summer.  Enjoy messy 
games, fellowship, Bible stories and 
a trip to a water park. Volunteers are 
needed.  

WOMEN
Contact: Nancy Shealy 
850.969.1793

MISSION STUDY
April 16  |  9:00am  |  St Mark UMC
The Pensacola District United Methodist 
Women present a mission study, Latin 
America: People of Faith. The study, led 
by Susan Hunt, examines the history of 
the region from pre-Colombian times 
until colonization and the struggle 
for independence. It also explores the 
current challenges of the nations, along 
with their rich art, culture and the 
ongoing contributions of women.   

RUTH’S KITCHEN
Contact: Susie Schmidt 
SSchmidt@FUMCPensacola.com 
 
WEDNESDAY MEALS
April 13
Meat Loaf, Herb Roasted Potatoes, Field 
Peas, Rolls, Salad, & Bread Pudding 
with Praline Sauce

April 20
Spaghetti, Parmesan Toast, Greek Salad, 
& Dessert

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
Contact: Scott Grantland  
SGrantland@FUMCPensacola.com 

NEW STUDY
Wednesdays  |  6:30pm
The Young Professionals are starting a 
new study focusing on current events 
and issues. We typically meet off-site 
at a local restaurant as we think the 
dinner around the table is a great way 
to help foster community. Contact 
Valerie Westmark, 850.516.0202 or 
Hattie Larson, 832.244.0419 for more 
information and location details. 

YOUTH
Contact: Denise Van Atta 
DVanAtta@FUMCPensacola.com

YOUTH SUNDAY
April 24  | 11:00am  |  ICON  Service      
The youth will lead worship, including 
the music, sermon, and liturgy during 
our 11:00 ICON service. Come enjoy 
an awesome worship experience. 



The Methodist Witness is a biweekly newsletter published by First United Methodist 
Church of Pensacola. If you have information to be included in an upcoming edition, 
or you have any questions or comments regarding The Methodist Witness please 
contact the editor. Please Note: all information to be included is subject to approval 
and must be submitted by the appropriate deadlines.

Kelsey Seager
Editor of The Methodist Witness

KSeager@FUMCpensacola.com
 

SUNDAY 
8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 
& ICON AT 11:00am

SERVICE TIMES
fumcpensacolastay connected






